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Society to Meet in Hannibal November 3-5, 2022 

After a two year exile in cyberspace, we will meet again face-to-face in Everybody’s 

Hometown, Hannibal. Themes for presentations are open, but riverlore and representa-

tions of the small Midwestern town are especially apt. 

 

Guest speakers include Faye Dante, founder and executive director of ―Jim’s Journey,‖ 

a richly multidimensional curation of the Black experience in Hannibal. Also appear-

ing: Steve Chou, unofficial historian of Hannibal and author of several collections of 

historic photos, from his vast personal archives, collected over decades. We are in con-

tact too with the Big River Steampunk Festival organizers. More on these interesting 

presenters inside! 

 

As always, scholars and tradition-bearers alike are encouraged to propose individual or 

panel presentations, on any subject related to folklore and folklife, broadly considered. 

Analysis, celebration, remembrance are equally welcome. The Call for Participation 

will come out towards the end of the summer, but feel free to float ideas ahead of time 

with this year’s conference organizer, Adam Davis (adavis@truman.edu) or co-

presidents Lyn Wolz (lwolz@ku.edu) and Susan Bryson (sbryson14625@gmail.com) 

 

We’ll be staying at the Quality Inn on 36, just west of town, in easy reach of the his-

toric district, with its visit-worthy attractions, particularly the 

Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum. 

mailto:adavis@truman.edu
https://email.truman.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=_577HEBSsAUp0N0_t1fKbJs1PcC-HSWB2AaP98WV7LMSn2gjeS_aCA..&URL=mailto%3alwolz%40ku.edu
mailto:sbryson14625@gmail.com


Minutes: 

Missouri Folklore Society Meeting, 

Saturday April 9, 2022 

11 am CDT 

Via zoom: https://truman-edu.zoom.us/j/95777164100 

 

45-minute recording of meeting archived here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBPu3sE-ax8 

 

Present: Adam Davis, Andrea Davis, John Fisher, John Shewmaker, Dave Para, Julie Heni-

gan, Mary Jo Herde, Barb Price, Betsy Delmonico, Neal Delmonico, Evelyn Rogers, Brett 

Rogers 

 

Call to order 11:03, Adam Davis for Lyn Wolz & Susan Bryson, co-presidents 

 

Introductions 

 

Approval of minutes from November meeting. 

 

Notes/remarks from November meeting (virtual): abut the normal number of presentations, 

without the need to choose between concurrent sessions, and with the advantage of archiv-

ing. Barb Price notes that it would be good to livestream the next meeting for remote view-

ing and recording. Membership affirms, but it’s not clear who would do it, though assur-

ances are, it’s easy. 

 

Treasurer’s report: Dave Para – possibly some errors in migrating the document between 

programs; Dave will check and revise, but the short version: very little eincome, the only 

outgo was our final journal, and trivial interest accumulation. 

 

Plans for 2022 in Hannibal– Adam Davis: things go forward; agreements in principle for 

presentations by Faye Dante, executive of ―Jim’s Journey,‖ a learning experience/exhibit 

focused on the Black population of Hannibal and their experience; Steve Chou, unofficial 

historian of Hannibal, curator of a vast photo archive and author of several books; Mary 

Lou Montgomery, author and retired editor of the Hannibal Courier Post. PLEASE, espe-

cially educators – do what you can to recruit students and teachers. Barb strongly advises 

contacting them by August. 

 

 

Plans for 2023 in Moberly (Brett & Evelyn Rogers): we set the date for November 2,3, & 4 

2023, which allows them to begin scouting facilities for lodging and meeting. 
 

https://truman-edu.zoom.us/j/95777164100
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBPu3sE-ax8


Publications report: 

Betsy & Neal Delmonico: discussion of future journals – we are approaching the catchup 

point, where nominal year matches calendar year. We have agreed that we will switch to 

digital. Advantages for expense, ecology, ability to offer color, audio, video, links.  Con-

sensus achieved: we’ve published our last print journal. Agreement to consult on contents 

of forthcoming issues. 

 

Adam Davis: newsletter usually follows meetings in a week or two; expect this one a little 

delayed (busy season for teachers!) 

 

The new website is in testing, should be ready to publish soon. The existing page at Tru-

man will become a redirect. The new page will be streamlined and simplified, and associ-

ated with a YouTube channel and gmail address, which will allow videos to go up, and 

multiple editors to edit (including interns, which we will have in Fall semester). We will 

have a dot org address 

 

Discussion shaded into Lyn Wolz’ message (see below*) about archiving the journal. The 

new platform will allow us to embargo the journal for one year, and on-demand publish-

ing will let us make hardcopies for institutional members such as libraries (who pay 

more). This solves our long-standing question of what members get for their membership 

– it can be free and exclusive access to password-protected areas of the website. 

 

Hathi Trust has 1-24 and 26. We have digital versions of 25 and 27+. That is, scanning the 

missing journals is unnecessary. If Hathi is unable to finish out the series and continue 

archiving, it seems reasonable to solicit the interest of the State Historical Society of Mis-

souri. Would Hathi allow SHSM to capture the existing scanned files? 

 

 

Items from the floor: Dave Para reminded us of the Big Muddy festival in Boonville, com-

ing up in May info will follow, on the website and via email. The Friends of Historic 

Boonville has a new web address. 

 

With expressions of gratitude at seeing friends’ faces, and with joyful anticipation of be-

ing together in person in the fall, the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Adam Davis 



*APPENDIX: email from Lyn Wolz about archiving MFSJ: 

 

Adam said that we should talk about back issues of the MFSJ at the board meeting on April 
9th -- I think in preparation for what to put on the new webpage -- so I've been reviewing what 
we had done in the past and what we might still need to do now. 
 
Here's a quick review....(I just checked and the info is current.) 
 
The full text of issues of the MFSJ are available in digital formats in two places online: 
 
The Hathi Trust  (www.hathitrust.org) 
Vols. 1-24 and 26 only   
PDFs of complete issues in full-text format can be accessed instantly from their database 
Includes cover(s), intros, tables of contents, illustrations, and other supplementary materials 
Anyone who has Internet access can search and read the available issues; no passwords 
needed 
 
Vols. 1-24 and 26 of the MFSJ were originally added to the Hathi Trust (HT) database as part of 
a joint project between HT and Indiana University's Folklore Library (IUFL) to digitize all paper 
materials then in IUFL. (This was done without any communication from HT or IUFL to the pub-
lishers/owners/societies who were responsible for producing the titles.) Volumes 1-24 and 26 
were included in HT as part of this process because IUFL owned those volumes at the time.  
 
In 2016, I visited with Moira Marsh (IU's Folklore Librarian) and her team to explore options 
for ways to add Vol. 25 and all volumes after Vol. 26 into HT's database so those issues, too, 
would be available in full-text format for free to anyone with Internet access.  
 
I haven't yet gone back through all my emails to refresh my memory as to why that project 
never went any further. I vaguely remember that the HT did not have a mechanism set up to 
do scanning of individual issues or titles and a way to easily add them to the existing database. 
I investigated other possibilities, such as using KU's OJS to scan the issues and put them into 
KU's digital repository, but that involved legal issues and policies about journals having to be 
"sponsored" by a current KU employee, so that wouldn't have worked after my retirement in 
2019 anyway. 
 
MLA International Bibliography with Full Text   (EBSCOhost version)  
Vols. 1-37 (except 25 and 32) 
 
Searching and access to full-text is ONLY available to users who have institutional access 
(which for university libraries costs "only" $256,000 per year!)  
Includes all of the articles, but not the cover(s), intros, tables of contents, and other supple-
mentary materials 

https://email.truman.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=xE6zq1mt6iGSyv2oWGRQHVw4ePkOI7VUDukPHxAF36HvXte0rxXaCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hathitrust.org


 
 

My correspondence with my EBSCOhost group contact (Paige) took place in 2017, so I don't 
really remember all the details. I believe these emails include a copy of the contract that was 
approved by the board and signed by [ Adam ? ] at an in-person meeting. 
 
Neal, I think you might have been the person who agreed to be responsible for mailing each 
volume as it was available in printed form to EBSCO for digitization and addition to their da-
tabase. Do you have a memory of that? 
 
What Course of Action Do We Want to Pursue Now? 
 
Depending on what you plan to do with the website, Adam, we have at least three options 
open to us as I see it: 
 We can ask the Hathi Trust and EBSCO if they will let us "have" their digitizations of our is-
sues. 
            However, even if they were willing, Vols. 25 and 27-37 plus the more recent issues 
would still not be available as  
            PDFs of whole issues because EBSCO does not build their databases that way, which 
means that the  
            supplementary materials would not be included. 
2.  We could revisit the question of additions to the HT database to see if they have devel-
oped a process to add   
3.  new volumes to their existing holdings.  
4.   
 We could rescan all of our volumes and make them available through the new MFS website 
as PDFs.  
             Adam, did you mention that you are having some of your students tackle this pro-
ject?   
 
             Note:  Also, remember that I have Jim's disk with his scans of Vols. 1-17.  
              
             Note:  Keep in mind that this means there would be no way to search for titles, au-
thors, or subjects except for  
             F4 (except that we might be able to use my published indexes to Vols. 1-16 in some 
way; I have also indexed Vol.  
             17, though it was never published in paper format). 
 
We can at least put a link to the Hathi Trust on the MFS website, and can mention that the 
MLA Bibliography (EBSCO version with full text) contains the articles but must be used at a 
library that has a subscription. 





Faye Dant to Speak at November Meeting 

In 

September of 2011, Northeast Missouri’s first African American history museum, the Hannibal 

African American Life and History Project was created. In September of 2013 we unveiled 

phase two of this project with the opening of Jim’s Journey; The Huck Finn Freedom Center, 

The mission of the museum is to build cross-cultural understanding by documenting, preserving 

and presenting the history of the 19th and 20th-century African American community in Hanni-

bal and northeast Missouri. It commemorates the contributions of the once thriving African 

American community and those who helped build our City despite the pain and suffering of 

slavery, segregation, and racial oppression. Jim’s Journey; The Huck Finn Freedom Center also 

honors Daniel Quarles, the prototype for Jim in Twain’s bestselling novel, the Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn. And lastly, teaches the lost lessons of Samuel Clemens the humanitarian, as 

well as the African Americans he impacted and those who influenced his life and work.  

 

The founder, Faye Dant is a fifth-generation African American Hannibalian and descendant of 

Missouri slaves.  She grew up here in Douglasville and attended local schools including segre-

gated Douglass School, Hannibal High School, and Hannibal LaGrange College. Her life ex-

periences in the era of segregation, integration, Jim Crow, and the Civil Rights movement led to 

her desire to tell this story and the creation of Jim’s Journey.  

 

She received a B.A. from Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan and a master’s degree 

from the University of Michigan. She has worked for more than thirty years in Human Re-

sources and is married to Hannibal native Joel Dant; together they have three adult children: 

Joel, Jr. Kalecia and Jenni, and three grandchildren.  

 

Currently on the board of the Missouri Archives and Museums Association. Former board obli-

gations include the Missouri Humanities Council, the Marion County Historical Society, and 

the Grants Panel for the Missouri Folk Arts Council. 

 

 ―We recently received several substantial grants to be used for the finalization of her manu-

script for a coffee table book, Hannibal’s Invisibles: The Illustrated Story,‖ she reports. ―We 

recently hired a Fellow, an accomplished author and editor to assist in the process. She will 

speak to the Society about the book, highlighting local icons and historical figures.  



Steve Chou, Hannibal’s Unofficial Historian 

https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467102674 

Author and local historian Steve Chou, born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, spent sum-

mers of his childhood and youth in Hannibal and has been an active part of this community 

for over 30 years. In that time, he has studied and sought to preserve the history and heritage 

of Hannibal and the surrounding area. Chou is the author of From Riverboats to Ribbons of 

Concrete (1994) and Arcadia titles Hannibal, Missouri: Bluff City Memories (2002) and 

Hannibal: The Otis Howell Collection (2004).  

Hannibal, Missouri, founded in 1819 on the Mississippi River, has come a long way from 

its humble beginnings when it was home to only 30 residents. During the late 1800s, mil-

lions of feet of lumber were processed in its mills. By 1905, Hannibal had become a ma-

jor rail hub, with over 50 passenger trains arriving daily. Today, Hannibal honors the 

memory of its most famous citizen, Mark Twain, and thrives on the legacy of the every-

day people who built this idyllic river town. With over 200 historic photographs, Bluff 

City Memories explores the town that Twain made famous. These images recall festivals, 

floods, fires, and buildings that are now long gone. They also document events such as 

President Theodore Roosevelt's speech to a crowd at Union Station in 1903, and the af-

termath of a shootout involving 1930s desperado John Dillinger.  



The fun folk of the Big River Steampunk community will be joining 

us as well. They’ll be having their big annual event only a few 

weeks earlier — if you’re in the area, drop in!  

https://bigriversteampunkfestival.com/  

Originally a genre of science fiction, ―steampunk‖ comes to be attached to a folk commu-

nity that celebrates this half-imagined, half-remembered world, in its way similar to the 

enthusiasts for the Middle Ages who make up the Society for Creative Anachronism. It is 

a world of costuming and role-playing (cosplay). It’s a sort of science-fiction version of 

the Victorian era, where we what-if about having everything run on steam – right down to 

the streetlamps. Much of the imagery is drawn from the United Kingdom. Picture riveted 

boilers, cast iron, plumes of steam, creaking gears, smoked goggles, ticking machinery. 

Think of the early 60s film ―First Men in the Moon,‖ and maybe ―Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang,‖ as well as much more recent efforts like ―League of Extraordinary Gentlemen.‖ 



 



Dave Para writes: 

 

We’re happy to welcome members of the Show Me Dulcimer Club, from Fulton, Mo., to con-

duct a few mountain dulcimer workshops on May 14 during the Big Muddy Folk Festival. Club 

members have supported our festival for years, and we’re grateful they want to take a more ac-

tive role to promote wider interest in this traditional folk instrument. 

 

Carol Welch, club president, will do a session for true beginners, ―String Side Up,‖ to get you 

through some of the basics of the instrument which can be played very simply and still sound 

really good by making full use of its characteristic drone strings. Susan McFarland will teach a 

class in the afternoon, ―Three Chords and a Song,‖ for those who have progressed a little fur-

ther on their dulcimer journey. For both sessions, there will be loaner instruments for use. 

The group does a few public performances at festivals in Centra Missouri each year. They meet 

on a Saturday afternoon, once a month, usually the second Saturday, at the Callaway County 

Public Library, from 1-4pm. Contact showmedulcimerclub@yahoo.com for information. You 

can take a free dulcimer lesson from noon-12:50 before a meeting by prior arrangement. 

Only in America does the word ―dulcimer‖ refer to two completely different instruments, but 

the fortunate side of this confusion is that dulcimer festivals invite both groups of players who 

can then learn to accommodate to different sounds and then play together and help the commu-

nity grow. 

 

Cliff White, of the River Ridge String 

Band from Jefferson City will do a 

workshop session for his instrument, 

the hammered dulcimer, Saturday, 

May 14, at the Big Muddy Folk Festi-

val. Cliff is a longtime friend and mu-

sical cohort of the late Cathy Barton, 

who played the dulcimer at every fes-

tival, and Dave Para, and he will be 

happy to share his inspiration for the 

instrument and whatever else you 

might want to know. And if you show 

up with a dulcimer of your own, he 

will be ready to teach you a tune. 



Still on the theme of steampunk, Truman State’s Folklore program hosted Professor Nathaniel Williams, 

speaking on Mark Twain’s contribution to science fiction. 

 

―Mark Twain and American Science Fiction’s Legacy, 1870-1910‖  

Mark Twain’s career coincided with a burgeoning dime-novel industry that published 

hundreds of books about boy inventors, steam-driven robots, submarines, and airships. 

Twain’s stories often mirrored these science fiction works, even as he viewed the genre 

skeptically. Ultimately, Twain’s love-hate relationship with technology shaped his late-

life anti-imperialism, as he opposed America’s use of technology to violently assert its 

dominance around the globe. This presentation uncovers some of the writers (including 

Twain’s brother from Keokuk, Iowa) who used science fiction to grapple with their 

changing world and shows how Twain repurposed their ideas to his own ends. 









Building a Hammered 

Dulcimer 

 

by Claude Barton 














